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Committee on Science and Technology and the 
Committee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives, and to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation, the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions, and the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate, a plan for the allocation of edu-
cation and human resources funds authorized 
by this Act for the corresponding fiscal year, in-
cluding any funds from within the research and 
related activities account used to support activi-
ties that have the primary purpose of improving 
education or broadening participation. 

(2) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—The plan shall 
include a description of how the allocation of 
funding— 

(A) will affect the average size and duration 
of education and human resources grants sup-
ported by the Foundation; 

(B) will affect trends in research support for 
the effective instruction of mathematics, science, 
engineering, and technology; 

(C) will affect the K-20 pipeline for the study 
of mathematics, science, engineering, and tech-
nology; and 

(D) will encourage the interest of individuals 
identified in section 33 or 34 of the Science and 
Engineering Equal Opportunities Act (42 U.S.C. 
1885a or 1885b) in mathematics, science, engi-
neering, and technology, and help prepare such 
individuals to pursue postsecondary studies in 
these fields. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Are there 
any amendments to section 16? 

The Clerk will designate section 16. 
The text of section 16 is as follows: 

SEC. 16. ADMINISTRATIVE AMENDMENTS. 
(a) TRIANNUAL AUDIT OF THE OFFICE OF THE 

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD.—Section 15(a) of the 
National Science Foundation Authorization Act 
of 2002 (42 U.S.C. 4862n–5) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘an annual 
audit’’ and inserting ‘‘an audit every three 
years’’; 

(2) in paragraph (4), by striking ‘‘each year’’ 
and inserting ‘‘every third year’’; and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph: 

‘‘(5) MATERIALS RELATING TO CLOSED POR-
TIONS OF MEETINGS.—To facilitate the audit re-
quired under paragraph (3) of this subsection, 
the Office of the National Science Board shall 
maintain the General Counsel’s certificate, the 
presiding officer’s statement, and a transcript or 
recording of any closed meeting, for at least 3 
years after such meeting.’’. 

(b) LIMITED TERM PERSONNEL FOR THE NA-
TIONAL SCIENCE BOARD.—Subsection (g) of sec-
tion 4 of the National Science Foundation Act of 
1950 (42 U.S.C. 1863(g)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

‘‘(g) The Board may, with the concurrence of 
a majority of its members, permit the appoint-
ment of a staff consisting of not more than 5 
professional staff members, technical and pro-
fessional personnel on leave of absence from 
academic, industrial, or research institutions for 
a limited term and such operations and support 
staff members as may be necessary. Such staff 
shall be appointed by the Chairman and as-
signed at the direction of the Board. The profes-
sional members and limited term technical and 
professional personnel of such staff may be ap-
pointed without regard to the provisions of title 
5, United States Code, governing appointments 
in the competitive service, and the provisions of 
chapter 51 of such title relating to classification, 
and shall be compensated at a rate not exceed-
ing the maximum rate payable under section 
5376 of such title, as may be necessary to pro-
vide for the performance of such duties as may 
be prescribed by the Board in connection with 
the exercise of its powers and functions under 
this Act. Section 14(a)(3) shall apply to each 
limited term appointment of technical and pro-
fessional personnel under this subsection. Each 
appointment under this subsection shall be sub-

ject to the same security requirements as those 
required for personnel of the Foundation ap-
pointed under section 14(a).’’. 

(c) INCREASE IN NUMBER OF WATERMAN 
AWARDS TO THREE.—Section 6(c) of the National 
Science Foundation Authorization Act of 1975 
(42 U.S.C. 1881a) is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(c) Up to three awards may be made under 
this section in any one fiscal year.’’. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Are there 
any amendments to section 16? 

The Clerk will designate section 17. 
The text of section 17 is as follows: 

SEC. 17. NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD REPORTS. 
Paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 4(j) of the 

National Science Foundation Act of 1950 (42 
U.S.C. 1863(j)(1) and (2)) are amended by strik-
ing ‘‘, for submission to’’ and ‘‘for submission 
to’’, respectively, and inserting ‘‘and’’. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Are there 
any amendments to section 17? 

The Clerk will designate section 18. 
The text of section 18 is as follows: 

SEC. 18. NATIONAL ACADEMY OF SCIENCE RE-
PORT ON DIVERSITY IN STEM 
FIELDS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Foundation shall enter 
into an arrangement with the National Acad-
emy of Sciences for a report, to be transmitted to 
the Congress not later than 1 year after the date 
of enactment of this Act, about barriers to in-
creasing the number of underrepresented mi-
norities in science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics fields and to identify strategies for 
bringing more underrepresented minorities into 
the science, technology, engineering, and math-
ematics workforce. 

(b) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—The Director 
shall ensure that the study described in sub-
section (a) addresses— 

(1) social and institutional factors that shape 
the decisions of minority students to commit to 
education and careers in the science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics fields; 

(2) specific barriers preventing greater minor-
ity student participation in the science, tech-
nology, engineering, and mathematics fields; 

(3) primary focus points for policy interven-
tion to increase the recruitment and retention of 
underrepresented minorities in America’s future 
workforce; 

(4) programs already underway to increase di-
versity in the science, technology, engineering, 
and mathematics fields, and their level of effec-
tiveness; 

(5) factors that make such programs effective, 
and how to expand and improve upon existing 
programs; 

(6) the role of minority-serving institutions in 
the diversification of America’s workforce in 
these fields and how that role can be supported 
and strengthened; and 

(7) how the public and private sectors can bet-
ter assist minority students in their efforts to 
join America’s workforce in these fields. 

AMENDMENT NO. 8 OFFERED BY MS. MATSUI 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Chairman, I offer 

an amendment. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 

will designate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows: 
Amendment No. 8 offered by Ms. MATSUI: 
At the end of the bill, insert the following 

new section: 

SEC. 19. COMMUNICATIONS TRAINING FOR SCI-
ENTISTS. 

(a) GRANT SUPPLEMENTS FOR COMMUNICA-
TIONS TRAINING.—The Director shall provide 
grant supplements, on a competitive, merit- 
reviewed basis, to institutions receiving 
awards under the Integrative Graduate Edu-
cation and Research Traineeship program. 
The grant supplements shall be used to train 

graduate students in the communication of 
the substance and importance of their re-
search to nonscientist audiences, including 
policymakers. 

(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Director shall transmit a report to 
the Committee on Science and Technology of 
the House of Representatives, and to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation and the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate, describing how the activities re-
quired under subsection (a) have been imple-
mented. The report shall include data on the 
number of graduate students trained and the 
number and size of grant supplements award-
ed, and a description of the types of activi-
ties funded through the grant supplements. 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Chairman, this 
amendment to the NSF reauthoriza-
tion is designed to improve the ability 
of scientists to communicate with non-
scientific audiences such as businesses, 
the media, the general public and, of 
course, Members of Congress. Specifi-
cally, my amendment would add a pro-
vision to H.R. 1667 that authorizes a 
science communications initiative at 
the National Science Foundation. 

I believe this proposal will ensure 
that we are getting as much return on 
the Federal Government’s investment 
in the National Science Foundation as 
possible. By implementing this pro-
gram, it would diversify the education 
of our scientists and would ensure that 
policymakers and other nonscientists 
have better access to the technical ex-
pertise fostered by NSF and the Na-
tion’s broader research enterprise, be-
cause if scientists can’t tell the rest of 
us what they have discovered, we are 
not fully recognizing the benefits of 
our investment in scientific research. 
Unfortunately, the ability to articulate 
the content and significance of sci-
entific information is often overlooked 
by graduate training programs. 

My amendment directly addresses 
this unmet need and would create a 
pipeline of scientists who are increas-
ingly engaged with nonscientists, in-
cluding policymakers, business leaders 
and others. Providing communications 
training to our scientists will ensure 
that we, the policymakers, can make 
the most informed decisions possible as 
we debate technical issues and craft 
policy. 

This amendment creates a competi-
tively reviewed supplement within the 
Integrative Graduate Education and 
Research Traineeship, or IGERT pro-
gram. Investigators at IGERT-awardee 
institutions will compete for resources 
to develop and implement communica-
tions training. The IGERT program 
will administer the competitive review 
process for this communications train-
ing initiative. 

I have received strong support for 
this program from stakeholders in my 
district of Sacramento and from across 
the country. Policymakers, scientists, 
educators, business leaders and science 
writers all agree we need to better in-
tegrate scientific expertise into the 
public debate. 

This amendment represents an im-
portant step toward that goal. That is 
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